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Bill Analysis Bill No.HB 2038

Expandingwhenpublicemployeesmaytake
leave.
BriefTitle Hearing Date:3/2/99

Reps.MurrayandAnderson Staff:SteveLundin
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:

TheWashingtonPersonnelResourcesBoardis authorizedtoestablishrulesfor statecivilserviceemployees,
whetheremployedbystateagenciesorinstitutionsofhighereducation.

WAC 251-22-112allowsclassifiedstateagencyemployeestohaveonedayofbereavementleavefor each
deathofa family memberorhouseholdmember.Bereavementleavemaybeextendeduptoa maximumof
threedayswiththeapprovalofthe employingofficialandpersonnelofficer.

WAC 251-22-116allowsa classifiedstateagencyemployee,undercertaincircumstances,totake upto12
weeksofabsencewithoutpaytocare for hisorher parent,spouse,orchild whohasa serioushealth
condition.

SUMMARY:

Anyleavethatis providedtoclassifiedemployeesfor purposesofbereavementextendstobereavementfor
thedeathofdomesticpartners.Anyleaveprovidedtoclassifiedemployeestocare for sickfamilymembers
shallextendtocare for sickdomesticpartners.

A domesticpartnermustbedesignatedin writingbyanemployeetohis orher employer,whomeetseachof
thefollowing:

• Theemployeeanddomesticpartnermusthavea closepersonalrelationshipwheretheyare
responsiblefor eachother’scommonwelfareandhaveagreedtobejointly responsiblefor
eachother’sbasiclivingexpensesincurredduringtheirdomesticpartnership.

• Theemployeeanddomesticpartnersharethesameregularaddress.



• Theemployeeanddomesticpartnerarebothatleast eighteenyearsofage.

• Theemployeeandthe domesticpartnerarenotmarriedtoanyone.

• Theemployeeanddesignateddomesticpartnerarenotrelatedbybloodcloserthanwould
barmarriagein thisstate.

• Theemployeeanddomesticpartnerwerebothmentallycompetenttoconsenttotheir
domesticpartnershipwhenit began.

• Anypriordomesticpartnershipin whichtheemployeeorthe employee’sdomesticpartner
participatedwithanotherpartywasatleast ninetydaysbeforethedatetheemployee
submitswrittennoticetohis orher employeridentifyingthepersonashis orher domestic
partner.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


